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how are they to work through their own organizations to this
end?

A. Replying to the first part of the question, Gandhiji said
that he had no doubt that the system of cooperation was far
more necessary for the agriculturists than for the mat weavers.
The land as he maintained belonged to the State; therefore, it
yielded the largest return when it was worked cooperatively.

Let it be remembered that cooperation should be based on
strict non-violence. There was no such thing as success of
violent cooperation. Hitler was a forcible example of the latter.
He also talked vainly of cooperation which was forced upon the
people and everyone knew where Germany had been led as a
result.

Gandhiji concluded by saying that it would be a sad thing if
India also tried to build up the new society based on cooperation
by means of violence. Good brought about through force des-
troyed individuality. Only when the change was effected
through the persuasive power of non-violent non-cooperation,
i.e. love, could the foundation of individuality be preserved and
real, abiding progress be assured for the world.

Harijan, 9-3-1947
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QUESTION BOX
Q. Do you support evacuation of the Hindus from the
affected areas if the League Government or the majority com-
munity agrees to give us due compensation ?
A. He had supported the proposition from the non-violent
standpoint. It was applicable to all provinces whether the majo-
rity was Hindu or Muslim. What could the Government do if
the majority had become so hostile that they would not tolerate
the presence of the minority community? In his opinion it
would be improper for them to force the majority into submis^
sion, nor could they undertake to protect the minority at the
point of the bayonet. Suppose for instance that the majority
would not tolerate Ramadhnn or the clapping (to keep time wim